Convention of Cintra                  [1808
intended to put the responsibility of the Convention of
Cintra entirely on General "Wellesley's shoulders.
Sir Hew [wrote William] makes no scruple of saying, be the Conven-
tion bad or be it good, it is no measure of his; that it is all Sir Arthur
Wellesley's . . . that the Armistice was negotiated between Sir Arthur
and Kellermann; that he scarcely put in a word or made any objection
to anything whatever; . . . that Sir Arthur was stated to him to have
the full confidence of Ministers, and that he did in everything submit
his judgement to his, and was guided by him . . . This being the state
of die case [continued Arthur's brother] ... I am of opinion that you
ought not to lose a moment in coming back . . .l
But Arthur remained immovable and continued his work
in Ireland as if no storm was raging across the water.
William, however, was in the thick of it all and realized
the danger hanging over his brother's head. On October
27th he wrote again in an endeavour to bring it home to him;
. . . The public [he told the obdurate Arthur] are brought at length
to look upon you as responsible for everything that passed in the army
in Portugal after your command and consequently your power had
entirely ceased, and you are considered as the cause of all that passed
after you were superseded. . . . We have entirely lost sight of your
campaign and your two battles, and we hear of nothing but the share
you took in the Armistice and Convention, and the responsibility attached
to you for.these measures. . . .2
The Court of Inquiry finally brought Arthur back to
London, which he reached on November 9th. It was held
in the Great Hall of the Royal College, Chelsea, and com-
menced on November i4th.
1 Supp. Despatches, Pol. VI\ p. 164.                 2 Ibid., p. 232.
for Queen's County in 1801, which place he represented for 20 years.
In 1803 became clerk of the Ordnance. In 1807 Secretary to the Admir-
alty. In 1809 Chief Secretary for Ireland (in succession to his brother
Arthur). Master of the Mint in 1814. Postmaster-General in Peel's
short Ministry, 1834-5. Created Baron Maryborough in 1821. Suc-
ceeded to the Earldom of Mornington on the death of his eldest brother
it* 1842. Married Katherine Elizabeth^ daughter and co-heiress of
Admiral John Forbes, by whom he had one son and three daughters.
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